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SPEECH 

O    F 

THOMAS     DAY,     Esq. 

A  T    T  H  E 

GENERAL    MEETING 

OF      THE 

FREEHOLDERS  or  the  COUNTY  of  CAMBRIDGE, 
Held  on  Saturday,  March  25,  1780. 


GENTLEMEN, 

IT  is  with  peculiar  pleafure  that  I  meet  you  in  a  place  which  ought 
to  be  the  afylum  of  public  virtue  and  manly  independence ;  the  pa- 
tron of  every  generous  reformation  ;  the  open  and  avowed  enemy  of 
civil  and  rcDgious  tyranny.  Upon  other  occafions  I  might  have  con- 
tented myfelf  with  barely  flaring  the  expedience  of  the  prefent  meafure  ; 
here  I  fhall  expatiate  in  a  wider  field,  and  call  your  attention  to  the  great 
principles  of  political  fociety,  as  if  before  tTie  firft  tribunal  in  the  world 
I  were  pleading  the  caufe  of  human  nature  againft  the  advocates  of  op- 
preflion. 

The  end  and  obje^  of  all  political  fociety  are  the  happinefs  and  fecu- 
rity  of  the  whole ;  the  means  are  thefe  regulations  which  have  been  found 
agreeable  to  the  wifdom  and  experience  of  the  people ;  the  conduct  of 
rulers  may  indeed  be  warped  from  this  great  end  to  low  and  illiberal 
felfifhnefs,  and  mankind  from  ignorance  or  indolence  may  tolerate  the 
abufe  ;  but  nothing  can  deftroy  the  claim  ;  and  the  pride  and  folly  of  in- 
dividuals might  as  well  pretend  to  engrofs  the  air,  the  light,  the  warmth 
of  heaven,  asjuftly  to  confine  all  powers  and  privileges  of  government  to 
that  narrow  circle  which  has  in  mofl  countries  monopolized  them. 

With  this  view  of  things  I  fhall  never  carry  the  merited  refjveft  I  bear 
tQ  nobles,  magillratcs,  or  kings  thcmfelves,  to  any  fpecies  of  idolatry ;  I 
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ITiall  never  miftake  the  inflrument  for  the  end,  or  confound  the  good  and 
fafety  of  mankind  with  the  intereft  of  particular  bodies,  or  the  ambitioa 
of  individuals.  Neither  magiftrate  nor  fovereign  has  any  natural  claini  to 
allegiance  ;  while  he  executes  the  duties  of  his  office  conformably  to  the 
will  of  thofe  who  have  appointed  him,  he  deferves  refpcff,  efleem,  fup^ 
port ;  the  inftant  he  deviates  from  thcfe,  and  converts  his  pov«ier  to  pri- 
.vaie  inftcad  of  public  ends,  he  is  no  more  to  be  endured  than  a  mortifi- 
cation, becaufe  it  has  begun  in  fome  noble  or  ufeful  organ  of  the  body. 

What  I  anci  now  advancing  is  equally  agreeable  to  the  diftates  of  reafon 
and  the  praffice  of  the  Englifh  conftitution.  Many  inftances  may  be 
brought  from  hiftory,  of  Kings  who  have  been  folcmnly  depofed  for  not 
pel  forming  the  duties  of  their  oiUce,  or  for  infringing  the  lioerties  of  the 
people.  But  the  laft  great  revolution  of  our  government  is  a  decifive  pre- 
cedent, that  fubje<fts  may  alter  their  rulers,  and  that  kings  mufc  cxpe(5l 
allegimce  no  longer  than  they  deferve  it. 

Gentlemen,  Iwill  not  confume  your  time  with  ftudied  panegyrics  upon 
the  excellence  of  that  conilitution  under  which  we  liv^;  t?his  only  I  will 
obferve,  that  no  fyftem  can  be  imagined  more  confiffent  wuh  natural 
rights ;  none,  in  which  they  have  been  more  thoroughly  iaveftigated,  or 
more  accurately  defined. 

In  other  countries,  the  caufes  and  pretexts  of  opprefHon  are  thofe  dif- 
cretionary  powers  with  which  the  fupreme  magiftrate  is  inveffcd  ;  for 
the  ufe  of  which  he  is  accountable  to  heaven  alone.  With  us  no  difcre- 
tionary  power  which  can  afFe6f  the  life,  the  property,  or  the  liberty  of  an 
individual,  is  permitted  to  the  fovereign  himfelf.  Wc  have  a  right  to 
fpeak  our  fentiments  with  a  tempered,  but  an  honefl  boldnefs ;  no  re- 
liraint  can  be  put  upon  our  perfonal  freedom,  unlefs  we  have  committed 
crimes  which  make  us  unworthy  to  enjoy  it,  nor  can  our  property  be 
wrefted  from  us,  under  the  plea  of  ftate  necefTity,  without  at  leaft  the 
appearance  of  our  own  confent.  And  lefl  the  laws  themfelves,  by  being 
too  near  the  influence  of  the  fupreme  magiftrate,  fhould  be  perverted  to 
our  annoyance,  it  is  provided  that  not  the  meancff  wretch  that  begs  his 
bread,  (hall  be  obnoxious  to  the  public  vengeance,  without  the  confent 
of  his  equals. — Yes,  gentlemen,  I  rt-peat  it,  becaufe  it  is  a  glorious  pri- 
vilege which  cannot  be  too  often  mentioned  to  you  ;  that  not  all  the 
rich,  the  great,  the  powerful  of  this  nation,  in  a  confpiracy  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  can  opprefs  the  meaneff  of  this  alfembly,  (o  long  as  he  fhall  appear 
innocent  to  a  jury  of  his  fellow  citizens,  and  they  fhall  dare  to  exert  their 
own  undoubted  privilege  of  afcertaining  both  law  and  fa(ff. 

If  there  needed  j\ny  additional  proof,  I  would  refer  you  to  thofe  great 
original  charters  of  our  freedom,  which  have  been  forced  from  our  un- 
willing kings,  and  confirmed  at  every  period  of  our  hiftory.  I  would  re- 
fer you  to  the  declaration  of  rights,  that  renovation  of  our  conffitution, 
which  is  the  bafis  of  the  prefent  eflablifhment ;  and  which  I  do  affirm, 
not  all  the  united  force  of  the  legillature  can  refcind,  or  overturn,  with- 
out at  the  fame  time  difTolving  the  government,  and  forfeiting  all  title  to 
aregiance. 

/■   Should  it  be  afked,  why!  introduce  thefe  things  in  an  afTembly  which 

is  convened  for  the  expiefs  purpofe  of  petitioning  for  a  reform  in   the 

public  expenditure  ?  this  is  my  anfwer,  There  is  no  one  privilege  of  this 

'  people. 
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i.->eople,  \yhlch  has  not  been  publicly  caljed  in  qucflion,  nor  one  which 
will  not  be  wreijed  from  thera,  if  they  are  contented  to  refign  it.  Ail 
abufes  arife, "either  from  the  ignorance  of  mankind  in  refpeiSt  lo  what  they 
may  jullly  claim,,  or  from  their  indolence  in  aHcrting  that  claim  ;  he  thcre- 
Jore  that  would,  fave,  mull  firft  enlighten  ;  I  know  no  method  more  ef- 
fedlual  tO;pi:eferve  a  nation  from  arbitrary  defigh  on  the  one  hand,  and 
from  facftioys  councils  on  thej  other,  than  to  teaeh  it  the  precife  extent 
and  boundary  of  its  own  rights.  ,         ..!^, 

Men  that  have  either  property  or  privileges  are  "'always  attentive  to  pre- 
ferve  them,  and  interefted  to  fupport  thai  government  which  maintaiiis 
them  ;  while  flaves  and  beggars^  co  whom  neither  the  world,  nor  the 
world's  law  is  a  friend,  are  always  ripe  for  change,  and  ready  to  throw  all 
things  into  confufioq... 

feefides,  when  after  all  the  wafte  of  blood  and  treafure,  which  the  pre- 
fent  calamitous  war  has  occafioned,  we  are  called  upon  to  rifk  the  laA 
ftake  we  polfefs,  for  the  fervice  of  our  country,  it  fu rely  becomes  us  to 
enquire,  wh'ether  we  have  a  country,^  For  I  do  not  call  the  air  we  breathe, 
nor  the  foil  we  trample  upon  a  country,  nor  the  fcanty  fare  which  fup- 
ports  you  for  daily  toils  ;  but  I  call  tliat  a  country,  in  which  men  pofT  fs  an 
equal  fhare  in  their  own  government,  and  privileges  wh/ich. are  iiiviolable  ; 
he  therefore  that  lays  betore  you  the  noble  rights  which  are  inherent  lii 
you,  as  Englifhmen,  Simulates  yau-mofteffeflually  to  tj^cir,  defence. _ 

I  now,  gentlemen,  enter  upon  ^he  more  imnaediate/'occanon  of  the 
prefent  affembly,  the  grievances  of  the  nation,  and  their  proKable  means 
pfredrefs.;  and  that  I  may  the  more  clearly  exprefs  my  fentinients  upon 
the  fabjedl,  I  mufl:  purfue  them  to  their  very  fourc^J  The  natiiral  and 
fconftitutional  defence  of  this  country  has,  during  many  ages,  confided  in 
its  Parliaments.  The  glorious  ftnigglcs,  which  thofe  illuftrious  bodies 
had  repeatedly  made  in  favour  of  the  people,  the  conftant  vigilance  whicli 
they  had  oppofed  to  the  encroachments  of  the  crown,  left  our  anceflprs 
no  room,  to  imagine,  that  a  time  might  come  when  their  reprefentatives 
would  furrender  up  all  thofe  privileges  they,  were  cho/en  to  defend,  into 
thofe  very  hands  againft  which  they  Were  chofen  to  defend  them,  and  no 
precaution  was  taken  againft  an  evil  which  was  not  forefeen. 

Charles  11.  whofe  name  in  common  with  that  of  every  "Stuart  I  detefl:, 
fet  the  firff  example,  of  public  corruption  ;  a  praflice  which  has  been  too 
fuccefsfully  adopted  in  fucceeding- reigns.  Our  kings,  grown  wife  by  the 
misfortunes  of  their  predeceflbrs,  no.  longer  attempted  the  liberties  of  their 
fubje<fl:s  by  open  violence,  but  attacked  them  by  the  more  fecret  and  per- 
nicious method  of  undermining  the  conftitution  ;  and  the  immenfe  reve- 
nues of  which  the  crown  has  been  left  the  unqueftioned  diflributor,  has 
enabled  it  to  cprrupt  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  and  to  poifon  the 
fouptains  of. public  fafety  at  their  Very  fource.  Since  that  pernicious 
ara  the  evils, -uai;lfer  which  we  now  labour,  haVe  been  reneyved  or  in- 
creafed  with  every^'returning  fefiiohs.  .  \^^.  hav^  feen  wars  begun  and 
Waged,  not  for  the  fafety  or  inteieft  oF  the  people,'  biit  from  the  (M(lx 
yii^ws  and  amb.^iojn.'.of  the  cfown ;  oqr  burthens  iricrea'fed  beyoiid  our 
|ibi]ities  to  ,  bear*  them,  and  witboiit  any  hopes  of  their  ever  becoming 
lighter,  eqcfeafed'till  private  opulence,  induflry,;  arid  cgTihmer^e  are  at  an 
end.     A  variety  of  afbs,  all'tendihg  to   abridge  the  public 'liberty,  have 
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bfca  impofed.  Among  thefe,  I  (hall  enumerate  the  not  a£V,  made  as 
was  pretended  to  ferve  a  temporary  purpofe,  but,  like  every  other  op- 
prcfTion,  rendered  perpetual ;  the  game  laws,  by  which  the  great  body  of 
the  people  is  difarmed,  although  it  is  an  exprefs  article  of  the  declaration 
of  rights  that  fubjefts  may  have  arms  for  their  defence ;  and  the  cxcife, 
that  fyPiem  of  public  robbery,  which  now  extends  to  every  article  of  ne- 
ccffity  and  convenience,  by  which  the  mofl  innocent  and  indifferent  ac- 
tions of  our  lives  are  fubje£led  to  controul.  But  the  moft  daring  viola- 
tion of  our  rights  is  that  infamous  ail,  by  which  a  Parliament  is  now 
permitted  to  endure  feven  years,  by  which  the  creatures  and  fcrvants  of 
the  people  took  upon  them  to  extend  the  term  of  their  own  delegated 
cxiftence,  and  curtail  their  ele<flors  of  more  than  half  their  prerogatives, 
although  it  is  evident  they  might  as  well  have  voted  themfelves  perpetual 
dictators,  and  levelled  the  whole  conftitution  at  a  fingle  flroke.  To  com- 
plete the  whole,  a  {landing  army,  that  peft  of  human  focicty,  that  bane- 
ful engine  which  has  never  failed  to  annihilate  the  liberties  of  every  coun- 
try where  it  was  once  admitted,  is  now  interwoven  with  the  government, 
and  become  a  continually  encreafing  evil. 

Thus,  in  the  latter  ages  of  the  Roman  empire,  all  thofe  offices  of 
truft  und  honour  which  ufed  to  invigorate  the  whole  republic,  were 
concentrated  in  the  perfon  of  the  Emperor,  fo,  in  the  Britifh  govern- 
ment, with  the  forms,  but  againft  the  fpirit  of  the  conflitution,  have 
many  of  our  moft  material  rights  and  immunities  been  furrendered  to  the 
crown.  To  the  crown  belongs  the  difpofition  of  honours  and  emoluments  ; 
the  immenfe  influence  arifing  from  the  army,  the  navy,  the  excife,  and 
the  civil  lift;  the  rights  of  peace  and  war,  and  the  difpofal  of  all  the  armed 
force  in  the  kingdom :  to  us  is  left  the  tafk  of  paying  foldiers  to  enflave, 
and  reprefentatives  to  betray ;  accompanied  with  the  mournful  fpeftaclc 
of  feeing  all  our  rights  put  up  to  public  au^ion,  once  in  feven  years. 
Nor  let  any  one  here  confound  the  jealoufy  of  the  office  with  difrefpe(5t 
for  the  perfon  of  our  Sovereign  ;  the  obje<fls  are  in  their  own  nature  as  dif- 
ferent as  can  be  conceived  ;  and  the  greateft  idolater  of  the  private  virtues 
of  a  King  may  be  the  moft  rigid  inquifiror  of  the  leaft  augmentation  of 
his  powers ;  fmce  the  bleflings  of  the  one  are,  like  their  author,  of  (hort 
and  uncertain  duration,  while  the  evils  which  may  arife  from  the  other 
are  as  lafting  as  its  continuance.  The  objedl  of  our  prefent  petition  is  a 
particular  branch  of  that  baneful  tree,  whofe  fruits  have  brought  death 
and  ruin  into  our  political  world  ;  it  is  for  a  reform  in  the  public  ex- 
penditure, than  which  nothing  can  be  imagined  more  juft  in  itfelf,  or 
more  necefTnry  to  be  at  prefent  urged.  Shame  and  ruin  arc  the  inevitable 
confequences  of  public  as  well  as  private  prodigality  ;  and  no  man  can  be 
expe<5led  to  contribute  freely  to  the  fervice  of  his  country,  till  he  is  con- 
vinced^  thar,  in  the  words  of  the  prefent  Speaker  of  the  Houfc  of  Com- 
mons, what  was  liberally  beftowed  ftiould  be  wifely  applied  ;  and  as  I  am 
no  fpeaker  in  the  Houfeof  Commons,  nor  in  expeflation  of  a  chief  juftice- 
ftiip,  I  may  perhaps  add,  honeftly.  ';  '       [ 

Who,  indeed^  ever  will  caft  the  moft  fuperficial  view  upon  th«' public 
accounts  for  the  laft  century,  will  fee  fuch  wafte  and  profufion  of  the 
people's  property,  fuch  a  fhameful  compliance  with  ttle  moft  exorbitant 
demands  of  the  crown,  fuch  a  negk^,  or  rather  fuch  a  determined  op- 
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pofitioD  to  every  public  enquiry,  fuch  a  conrjlvance  at  fraud,  fuch  «  fyrci- 
pathy  with  guilt,  that  he  wiU  be  equally  aftonifhed  at  the  audapty  ojf 
our  parliaments  which  have  dared  to  mortgage  the  public  credit  for  t\vQ 
hundred  millions,  ^nd  at  the  patience  of  this  people  which  has  fuffercd  it. 
The  objc(5lions,  which  are  brought  agajnft  the  prefent  meafiire,  are  al- 
moft  too  frivolous  to  deferve  ap  apfweq.  We  are  told  that  this  is  no  timfs 
to  weaken  the  hands  of  minillers,  but  rather  to  arm  them  with  additional 
powers;  no  time  to  ddibe.rate  about  our  grie\'ances,  but  to  3(^  with  yj? 
gour  againll  the  foe:  but,  furely,  he  beft  enables  this  nation  to  exert  its 
vigour  againft  the  foe,  who  removes  the  obflades  which  have  hjtherto 
iqipeded  it ;  and  as  to  additional  posyers,  before  we  grant  them,  it  i?, 
perhaps,  expedient  to  demand  fome  account  qF  thofe  \j/q  have  already 
fonfidpd.  No  government  can  be  fprmidable  to  external  fops,  till  it  j$ 
loved  and  ^efpefled  at  home,  and  no  government  can  be  loved  or  re-r 
fp.e<5lcrd  at  home,  till  it  merit  the  confidence,  and  grant  the  hpnefl  wifl^es 
of  the  people.  We  know  tqo  well,  th^t  the  only  hopes  pf  redrefs  are 
\n  the  h^ur  of  anxiety  apd  danger,  when  the  weight  of  the  people  i§ 
felt  in  the  fcale  of  empires,  and  miniflers  themfelves  are  afraid  ro  exaf- 
perate  beyond  a  certaja  point.  Nor  arp  we  ignorant  with  what  difdaia 
the  petitions  of  th^e  nation  againU:  the  excife,  againlt  the  feptennial  bill, 
and  for  expelling  the  dependents  of  the  crQ\yn  frppi  ajnongft  our  reprd- 
fentatives,  and  for  every  ufeful  reform,  has,  been  treatccj  for  the  lafl  cen- 
tury. The  hour  is  now  come,  when  you  niuft  aflert  your  fuperintending 
power  in  the  government,  or  abandon  it  for  ever.  Public  abufes,  gentle- 
men, never  correal  themfelves ;  on  the  contrary,  for  having  oqce  been 
tolerated,  they  become  inveterate ;  and  though  no  fairnefs  of  titlp,  or  ai) 
tiquiiy  of  pofTeiTion,  was  ever  able  to  prevent  a  government  fyom  en- 
croaching upcfi  the  privileges  of  their  fubjefls  i  yet,  rp  have  intermitted 
the  claim  for  a  lingle  inftant,  is  often  made  a  realon  againft  the  pegple  for 
refufing  that  claim  for  ever. 

For  thefe  reafons,  I  mud  end  as  I  have  begun,  with  e^jchprting  you  tp 
bend  the  whole  weight  of  your  attention  to  the  reform  of  public  abufes, 
and  the  renewal  of  the  conflitution.  This  can  only  be  done  by  (horten? 
ing  the  duration  of  Parliaments,  and  by  introducing  a  more  equal  repre^- 
fentation.  When  thefe  points  have  been  obtained,  the  nation  wil(  be  en* 
abled  to  exert  all  the  wifdom,  valour,  and  refolution  it  pofTelTes,  jn  its 
own  defence  ;  and  if  we  fail  then,  we  deferve  to  fall  for  ever.  Till  then, 
every  inferior  reformation  is  lefs  than  nothing ;  it  is  fhutting  th^  gates, 
when  the  enemy  are  in  pofTeflion  of  the  walls,  or  flopping  a  chink  in  the 
publick  mounds,  when  the  tide  of  fha^e  and  ruin  is  pouring  in  at  a  thou- 
sand breaches.  In  our  prefent  circumftances,  it  is  au  infult  to  cpmmoa 
fenfe,  a  mockery  of  our  feelings,  to  fay  that  wc  are  reprefepted  j  there  is 
not  a  fmgle  idea  attached  to  the  term,  a  fipgle  definition  which  can  be 
given  of  it,  which  is  not  grofsly  violated  in  the  elc(5>ion  of  an  Houfe  of 
pon:>mons ;  nor  is  there  a  fmgle  argument  which  can  be  brought,  to  prove 
that  Houfe  reprefents  Great  Britain,  by  which  it  may  not  equally  be 
proved,  that  it  reprefents  France,  Spain,  the  Indies,  all  Europe,  or  the 
world  itfelf. 

Thefe,  gentlemen,  are,  or  ought  to  be,  the  ends  of  your  meetings  an4 
alTociations  j  they  arc  the  great  ends  to  which  you  arc  called  by  cvjsry  ho- 
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ncft  and  independent  man,'  who,  folely  intent  upon  his  country *s  good, 
looks  down  with  equal  indifference  bo;h*oa  minifters  and  oppofitions  ; 
who  a(ks  no  favour,  folicits  no  patronage,  and,  'while  he  fcorns  alike  to 
Jend  his  aid  to  power  or  faftion,  devotes  himfelf  a  willing  vi^lim  td  the 
public  caufc.  Nor  think  that  I  am  exhorting  you  to  a  dangerous,  although 
a  difficult,  undertaking ;  1  know  that  there  are  times,  when  the  public 
evils  are  fo  defperate  as  to  deter  even  honeft  men  froni  attempting  a  cure ; 
but  thefe  times  are  not  yet  arrived  ;  and  that  they  never  may,  lexhort 
you  not  to  lofe  the  prefent  moment.  Let  your  petitions  be  eXprefTed 
with  a  decent,  but  a  manly  boldnefs  ;  let  your  voices  rife,  not  like  the 
voices  of  a  tumultuous  rabble,  a  name  with  which  you  are  always  ho 
noured  by  the  fycophants  of  a  Court,  who  are  raifed  upon  the  public 
fpoils  to  infult  the  public  calamities,  but  with  the  irrefiftible  force  of  a 
well-difciplined  army,  that  neither  provokes  nor  fears  hoftilities. 

After  a  calm  of  the  longed  duration,  the  fpirit  of  the  people  is  at  length 
excited,  and  I  fee  a  flprm  gathering,  which  may  be  fatal  to  its  enemies. 
It  is  yours,  ye  free  and  independent  citizens,  ye  uncorrupted  remains  of 
a  wife  and  valiant  people,  to  direifl  this  tide  of  national  zeal  to  its  proper 
objeft,  not  to  fuffer  it  to  be  diverted  into  a  thoufand  fcanty  ftreams,  but 
to  roll  it  full  againfl  the  loftiefl  bulwarks  of  oppreffion  ;  they  will  not  re- 
fill its  rage,  they  will  be  levelled  with  the  ground,  and  leave  you  an  cafy 
viftory,  attended  with  the  fublimeft  glory  which  mortals  can  attain,  that 
of  being  the  patres  patria,  the  faviours  of  your  country,  and  the  ref\6rers 
of  public  liberty. 
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GENTLEMEN,  - :    " 

PON  this  occafion,  which  may  probably  be  the  laft  I  /hall  have 
to  addrefs  you,  I  cannot  avoid  pouring  out  my  whole  mind  be- 
fore you,  with  all  the  freedom  which' becomes  an  honeil  man.  Iri 
times  of  common  danger  and  diftrefs,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  one  that 
pofTcffes  activity  or  courage,  to  exert  it  for  the Tervice  of  his  country; 
and  furely  there  never  has  been  a  period  in  our  hiftory  which  more  re- 
quired the  exertion  of  every  talent  and  every  virtue  than  the  prefent ;  a 
period  which  Hands  unrivalled  and  alone  for  the  excefs  of  national  ca- 
lamity which  has  burft  upon  us,  and  threatens  our  deftru^lion .  We  ftand 
upon  a  narrow  iflhmus,  atrniled  on  either  fide  by  tempefinons  oceans 5 
here,  by  a  league  of  injured  friends  and  ancient  enemies,  mutually  exafpe- 
rated  to  our  ruin;  there,  by  an  internal  confpiracy  againfl:  our  liberties 
more  formidable,  and  more  to  be  dreaded  than  ail  the  open  attacks  of 
hoftile  invafion.  Nor  has  the  progrefTion  from  good  to  evil  been  Gra- 
dual, fuch  as  allowed  us  time  to  familiarize  ourfelves  with  danger,  or  to 
take  precautions  againft  its  approach  :  but  in  the  hour  of  triumph,  pro- 
sperity, and  exultation,  when  we  deemed  ourfelves  fecure  from  fortune, 
and  almofl:  from  fate  itfelf,  even  then  the  wound  was  given,  which  ha? 
already  reached  the  vitals  of  our  country.  Into  what  an  abyfs  of  fhame, 
and  'from  what  an  height  of  glory  are  v/e  fallen  ! — 'We  awake  from  our 
dreams  of  conquefl  and  dortiinion  to  find  ourfelves  the  mifctable  vidims 
of  our  own  ambition  ;  to  find  the  evils  which  we  had  prepared  for  others 
recoiling  upon  our  own  heads  ;  and  nothing  left  on  which  we  can  depend, 
beyond  the  fcanty  limits  of  our  ifland,  and  all  the  fcenes  of  indigence,  op- 
preilion,  and  defpair.  Which  they  contain. 

In  this  ftate  of  things,  many  gentlemen  of  the  moft  honourable  and  in- 
dependent character  have  thought  it  proper  to  appeal  to  the  great  body 
bfthe  people.  They  have  remarked,  with  filent  anguifh,  how  little  could 
be  expefted  from  the  feeble  hand  which  has  ufurped  the  helm  ;  how  long 
\ve  had  driven  at  the  mercy  of  every  bJaA,  without  a  port  to  receive,  or 
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even  a  flar  to  guide  us  on  our  courfe;  and  on  this  diftrefs,  they  nobly 
and  juftly  thought,  that  forms  and  ceremonies  and  rcfpe^l  muft  yield  to 
the  extremity  oF  our  danger.  From  ihefe  motives  they  have  in  the  dif- 
ferent parts  of  this  kingdom  convened  the  great  body  of  the  people ;  that 
body  which  is  the  fupreme  tribunal  at  which  all  government  (hould  be 
tried,  as  it  is  the  only  end  for  which  government  can  rightfully  exift. 
This,  gentlemen,  has  been  the  origin  of  your  county  meetings,  your  peti- 
tions, your  affociations ;  fubjefts  on  which  fuch  falfe  and  fenfelefs  calum- 
nies have  been  propagated,  by  thofe  who  wifh  to  fee  the  fafety  of  a  people 
facrificed  to  the  indolence,  luxury,  or  ambition  of  a  few.  But  till  thefe 
gentlemen  can  fhew  me  a  fingle  flate  which  has  preferved  its  liberty  a 
moment  longer  than  the  people  have  aflferted  their  claim  to  fuperintend, 
controul,  aud  alter  the  adminiftration  of  public  affairs;  or  a  fingle  in- 
flance  of  any  (late  which  has  been  delivered  from  impending  ruin,  unlefs 
by  the  general  virtue  and  courage  of  its  citizens,  I  (hall  perfift  in  thinking 
this  meafure  moft  fit,  mod  honourably  adapted  to  our  prefent  exigencies, 
and  deferving  every  mark  of  public  gratitude  and  effeem.  Yes,  gentle- 
men, let  neither  fophillry  deceive,  nor  violence  deter  yon  from  the  ac- 
knowledgment of  this  great  truth,  that  forms,  and  titles,  and  govern- 
ments thcmfelves  are  lighter  than  the  fummer's  duft,  when  weighed  ag^nil 
the  general  fafety,  or  the  general  freedom ;  that  this  is  the  great  and  ii^- 
defeafible  claim  of  all  the  fpecies,  not  founded  upon  charters,  or  granted 
It  by  kings,  but  flamped  indelibly  upon  our  nature  by  the  eternal  Ai^- 
thor  of  its  exiftence. 

Under  the  influence  of  this  conviflion,  I  have  already  attended  various 
meetings  in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  delivered  fuch  fentiments 
as  I  thought  became  me  to  fpeak,  and  free-born  men  to  hear :  yet  I  truft 
that  1  (hall  continue  to  aft  as  I  have  begun,  till  the  public  caufe  l^ecomis 
defperate,  and  you  fubmit  to  voluntary  flavery ;  for  I  have  caft  every 
confideration  of  fafety,  eafe,  or  interefl  behind  ;  1  care  not  what  may  be 
the  private  confequences  to  myfelf,  whom  I  may  irritate,  or  what  faiffion 
I  may  offend  ;  and  call  every  body  of  men,  whether  in  poITefTion  of  power, 
or  excluded  from  it,  whether  denominated  Miniftry,  or  Oppofition,  a 
faftion,  which  hefitates  to  fubfcribe  to  thefe  felf-evident  truths,  which 
form  the  bafis  of  ''U  human  fociety. 

The  oftenfible  objeft  of  your  meetings  was  a  petition  for  a  refortn  in  the 
public  expenditure ;  a  meafure  rendered  ablolutely  neceflary  by  the 
fhamelefs  profufion  exercifed  in  every  department  of  public  e^cpence,  by 
the  decay  of  commerce,  the  intolerable  increafe  of  your  burthens,  and  the 
continuance  of  the  pernicious  civil  war  ;  the  miferies-of  which  are  felt  by 
every  man,  but  its  immediate  authors.  But  however  neceffary  might  be 
the  meafure,  I  muff  here  publicly  confefs,  that  had  I  boi^nded  my' hopes 
Vith  the  mere  objefts  of  the  firft  petition,  I  (hould  no  more  hay^  inter- 
effed  myfelf  in  its  fate,  than  in  a  projeft  for  a  turnpike-road,  or  a  navi- 
gable canal.  To  believe  that  a  particular  fet  of  men  have,  by  their  tnif- 
cpndua,  ignorance,  and  corruption,  produced  the  evils  we  now  ^ndyre, 
and  arc  intereffed  in  their  continuance ;  and  then  to  a(k  that  they  will 
deviate  from  the  unvaried  tenor  of  their  former  lives,  and  remedy  by  their 
virtue  thofe  calarailiej  v\  hiph  they  have  pccafjoaed  by  thisir  venality,  Is  to 
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petition  a  band  of  robbers  to  return  thofc  fpoils  which  they  have  juft  ha-. 
Zfirded  their  lives  to  acquire. 

But  I  was  convinced  that  the  origin  of  the  public  misfortunes,  how- 
ever induftriouily  concealed,  would  be  fufficientiy  obvious  to  the  eye  of 
even  ordinary  penetration  :  and  that  the  attention  of  the  people,  when 
once  turned  to  the  confideration  of  their  own  diftrcffes,  would  eafily  trace 
the  fcries  of  events,  which  they  all  remember,  to  one  common  fourCe.  I 
l?ad  remarked,  during  a  period  of  many  years,  our  plaineft  and  beft  cfta- 
blirtied  rights  invaded,  our  dutiful  and  moderate  petitions  fcorned,  ob- 
noxious charafters  patronized,  and  odious  fyliems  purfued,  till  a  wider 
gulf  had  been  placed  between  the  Sovereign's  and  the  people's  friends,  than 
fepnrated  Lazarus  and  Pives  in  the  Scriptures ;  I  had  feen  the  flames  of 
civil  war  kindled  in  an  inl>ant,  between  the  fubje(fts  of  the  fame  Govern^ 
ment  and  Empire;  and  in  the  profecution  of  this  difaftrous  conteft,  all 
charters  difregarded,  all  rights  confounded,  all  principles  of  natural  equity 
and  reafon  fubverted,  as  if  the  only  objetft  of  all  the  orders  of  the  ftatc 

were  to  extinguifh  oppofition  to  the  will  of  an  individual : all  this  I  had 

obfervcd,  nor  could  I  attribute  fo  baneful  a  combination  of  circumftances 
to  any  lighter  caufe,  than  fome  corruption  in  the  government,  fo  vaft  and 
glaring,  as  to  be  difcernible  by  every  eye.  Nor  have  I  been  deceived  in 
my  expeftations ;  the  almoft  unanimous  voice  of  the  people,  echoed  back, 
for  once  by  their  reprefentatives,  has  decided,  "  that  the  influence  of  the 
"  Crown  has  been  increafedy  is  encreajing^  and  might  to  be  dimini/bed,'*  la 
the  fanie  fpirit  have  been  the  reports  of  committees  and  delegates,  and 
the  memorials  they  have  publi(hed,  agreeing  in  this  point,  and  aflcrt- 
ing  the  conftitutional  chum  of  the  Englifh  people  to  a  Ihorter  duration  of 
Parliaments,  and  a  more  equal  reprefentation. 

Thus  far,  gentlemfn,  is  well :  and  I  congratulate  you  with  the  fin- 
ccreft  pleafure  upon  the  fuccefs  with  which  your  virtuous  endeavours  have 
been  already  attended.  May  what  you  have  already  gained,  be  only  a 
prelude  to  that  complete  redrefs,  which  can  alone  reffore  the  power  and 
freedom  of  this  nation,  by  reftoring  the  Conftitution  to  its  original  purity* 
The  moft  arduous  part  of  the  entcrprize  is  already  atchieved  ;  fince  it  is 
more  difficult  to  rouze  a  people  from  habitual  indolence  and  fupinenefs, 
than  to  direcfl  their  attention,  when  once  awakened,  to  the  noblcft  purpofe. 
But  if  you  think  that  your  toils  are  already  over  ;  if  you  miflake  the 
firft  conflernaiion  of  your  enemies  for  a  defeat,  and  neglecft  to  improve 
your  advantage ;  if  you  content  yourfelves  with  that  unwilling  acquief- 
cence  of  your  reprefentatives,  which  has  been  extorted  from  them  by  the 
proximity  of  a  General  EledHon,  I  cannot  help  foretelling  that  you  will 
only  increafe  your  grievances,  inftead  of  diminifhing  their  weight.  B« 
afTured  that  power,  office,  and  emolument^  are  fruits  of  that  intoxicating 
tafte,  as  never  to  b«  willingly  refigncd ;  and  of  all  the  ufurpations  that 
have  been  made  upon  the  liberties  of  mankind,  no  one  was  ever  given 
back,  fo  long  as  it  was  pofTible  to  retain  it.  Unlcfs,  therefore,  you  will 
perfiU  in  what  you  have  fo  well  begun,  unlcfs  you  will  purfue  the  glorious 
bufinefs,  with  ail  the  energy  and  vigour  which  become  men  who  would 
fucceed  in  the  nobleft  undertakings,  it  would  have  been  better  never  to 
have  entered  the  lifts  than  to  faint  before  you  reach  the  goal. — But  do 
not  faint  before  you  reach  the  gaol^  of  freedom  and  of  glory  i     Do  not,  I 
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and  principle,  which  ought  to  infpke  the  minds  of  ffee-borri  men'  ani 
^imuhite  them  to  aaion  !— You  havefor  your  incentives,  the  a'ccumulated 
mifenrs  which  furround  .you  ;  for  rewards,  the '  noblef!  prize  which  can 
be  propofed  to  humim  daringi  foP-le^iders  i^nd  companioas  all  the  vir- 
tuous, and .  many  of  the  great  and  powerful ;  or  fhouid  the  jrreat  and 
powerful  meanly :defert  you,  defpife  their  bafenefs,  and  follow  your  native" 
energy  and  courage.  .!><>   i 

But,  while  I  am  exhorting  yo^t&  perfevere  till-  you  have  obtained  a 
perfect  redrefs  of  grievances,  if  is  tiecefTary  that  !  fliauld  explain  whu  t 
mean  by  fuch  redrcfs.  You  all  know;  that  the  ct^nflittrtionnl  government' 
of  this  country  is  vefled  in  the  Sovereign,  an  hereclitarv  i)ody  of  Nobles' 
•and  an  eleftive  Hoiifeof  Commons,  which  is  the  repj-efeiuniiveof  the  people' 
The  confent  of  thefe  three  independent  powers  is  aWbf utely  neceflarV  fo^' 
every  legiflative  purpofe.  But  ag  the  great  body  of  iHe  people  can  never 
aim  at  any  thing  more  than  irg  own  profperity,  fafety,  and  freedom  we 
need  not  fear  the  nation  fliould  fu(\ain  any  material  irfjuFy,  fo  long  as  re- 
prefentatives  deliver  the  fenfe  of  thofe  they  reprefeht  ;  more  efpedally 
as,  in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  government,  the  people  fddom  affemblinLT  for 
any  other  purpofe  than  that  of  chufing  their  delegates,,  are 'pref'erved  from 
ihofe  fudden  impulfcs  of  caprice,  or  paffion,  which  have  fomeiiiHes  proved 
pernicious  to  popular  governments*  But  (liould  the  preten-ded  rcprefentative^ 

of  the  people,  contrary,  to  the  intentof  their  inflitution,-be  perverted  to  e^iprefs. 
merely  the  will  of.an  individual,  or  fi  faction,  it  is  evident,. ^thnt  the  people 
would  lofe  their  natural  impoirancey  itild  the  government  itfelf  be  chanced 
to  an  abfolute  monarchy,  :or  an  (Oligarchy  of  the  woj-fl^fehill;  an  abrplute 
monarchy,  or  an  oligarchy  founded  upon  public  dirtrefs  and  ruin  ;  fince  h 
would  be  necefTary  to  pillage  the  peopje^-in  order  to  bribe  thbfe  who  betrV 
them  ;  to  decive  and  corrupt  them  led:  they  fhould  demnnd-VedrefsV-nrid  id. 
difarm  all  the  honelf  and  inJependent,  left  they  frtould  be  able  to  obtai'n  it'j 
But  it  is  evident  that  unequal  reprefentation  and  long  continuance  oPth^ 
fame  men  in  office  tend  to  dcftroy  the  influence  of  the  people,  and  piro-' 
duce  thefe  baneful  ctfciffs  ;  thefe  are  circumftanccs  which  have  never 
failed  to  precede  the  lofs  of  public  liberty  in  every  ilate.  How  far  tli^ 
jufl:,  natural,  and  conftiturional  influence  of  the  people  has  been  alread'y 
abridged,  you  will  be  able  to  judge  from  the  following  fafls.  It  appears, 
that  the  right  of 'voting  for  reprefen4:atives,  a  power  which  every  maif 
who  contributes  to  the  welfare  of  fociety  ought  certainly  to  fhare,  "v^a^ 
exercifed  by  the  people  at  large, "  fo  low  as  the  time  of  Henry  the  Vlth ';' 
for  in  his  reign  we  find  a  law  depriving  them  of  this  pjwer,  and  con- 
fining it  to  freeholders  who  poOeflTed  at  leaft  the  annual  income  of  fott^, 
(hillings.  This  was  the  beginning  of  injuflice  aitd  ufurpation  ;  and  I  \Viftt 
the  baneful  precedent  had-  terminated  t-liere  ;  but  Unrfofnt'  experience  d'e- 
monUrates,  that  the  fiift  inffant  a  natioii  fubmits  to  have  it's 'rights  infringecl 
With  impunity,  is  the  commencement  of  its  flavery.  Sinct  that  firft  experi- 
ment of^  the  people's  tamenefs.  reprefentation  has  every 'day 'become  more 
unequal;  till,  in  our  own  time,  the  ftate  of  it  is  fuch,  that  the  two  bo- 
roughs of  Oid  Sai  um  and  Newton,  coafiRing  each  of  a  fingle  houfe;  re-- 
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turn  ,ns  many  members  as  the  city  of  London,  whofe  riches  and  inlia^. 
bitants  are  innumerable ;  the  reprefentaiives  of  the  dirierent  borouohs  of 
this  kingdom,  many  of  which  do  not  contain  twenty  voters,  exceed  the 
reprefentatives  of  counties  in  proportion  greater  than  that  of  4  to  i;  and 
^54  members  out  of  558,  who  compofe  ihe  complete  reprefentation  of 
the  kingdom,  are  returned  by  lefs  than  6000  eleftors. 

If  you  will  now  take  ihe  trouble  of  computing,  how  many  of  thefe  bo- 
roughs which  return  fo  vail  a  majoiity  of  our  omnipotent  governors,  are 
'notpiioufly  under  the  influence  of  the  Crown;  how  many  are  the  private 
property  of  nobles  and  opulent  commoners  ;.  it  will  be  eafy  to  calculate  ^be 
precife  degree  of  influence  which  js  left  to  the  people.  You  will  aifo  fee 
how  juflly  we  deferve  the  excl^] five  title  to  freedom,  which  we  arroqute 
to  ouifelves  ;  and  our  vaft  luperiority  we  enjoy  over  the  flaves  of  the  Con- 
tinent, whofe  property  and  lives  are  held  upon  the  precarious  tenure  of 
royal  or  miniflerial  pleafure.        .    -. 

As  to  the  duration  of  our  Parliaments,  they  were  originally  annual, 
and  there  are  two  exprefs  laws  of  EdAvard  111.  confirming  their  right  I 
but  by  a  variety  of  afts,  which  I  will  not  now  enumerate,  the  lafb  of 
which  was  the  Septennial  Bill,  of  I7i6,..|hey  have  been  extended  to  the 
term  of  feven  years.  Thus,  gentlemen,  does,  it  appear,  that  this  nation  has, 
even  without  a  Ibuggle,  refigned  ail  its  real  influence  in  the  govern- 
ment;  and  that  it  now  poflefles  almollas  little  controul  over  its  owa 
reprefentatives  as  over  its  rebellious, children  in  America;  who  have  ex- 
changed thjs  incomparable  form  of  government,  and  all  the  bleflings 
which  it  difpenfes,  for  the  infupportable  tyranny  of  being  governed  by 
their  own  wilj.  ' 

I  have  now  fliewn  you,  that  what  I  am.  now  exhorting  you  to  demand/ 
is  your  own  undoubted  right;  not  the  deflru(ffion  of  the  Conflitution,  or 
even  a  new-modelling  of  it,  but  only  its  reftoration.  The  end  we  fhculd 
purfue  is  obvious  ;  the  only  difl^culty  we  fliall  find,  is  to  afcertain  the 
means  whicb  may  infure  fuccefs.  Yon  are  to  confider,  that  your  do- 
cifions,  although  they  pofl'efs  the  right,  have  not  the  force  of  laws  ;  that 
your  committees  have  no  legiflative  authority;  and  that  all  the  fpirited 
refolves  and  memorials  which  they  have  publi(hed,  will  foon  be  as  utterly 
difregnrded  as  the  lafl  Gazette  ;  uniefs  your  firmnefs  and  future  exertion 
fliall  give  them  additional  force.  What  that  exertion  ought  to  be,  I  will 
now  endeavour  to  exphiin.  You  are  not  here  afTembled  to  be  excited  to 
fedition,  violence,  or  rebellion  ;,  but  10  thofe  legal  and  conflitutional 
means  of  redrefs,  which  are  yet  within  your  power;  but  I  know  of  no 
fuch  means,  nnlefs  they  be  the  exertion  of  difintereflednefs  and  fagacity, 
at  the  next  general  eleftion,  and  the  folemn  compaci:  which  you  may  then 
make  with  your  Reprefentatives,  to  reflore  Annual  Parliaments  and  a  more 
equal  reprefentation.— For,  if  you  expeft  that  a  new  Hdufe  of  Commons, 
returned  m  the  ordinary  manner,  the  Members  of  which  have  neither  en- 
tered  mto  engagements,  nor  laid  themfelves  under  fuch  obligations  as  may 
bmd  their  honour,  if  not  their  pcnfcience,  will  be  folicitous  to  gain  any 
great  pouit  for  the  people,  you  are  moft  miferably  deceived.  It  is  now  a 
century,  at_  leafl,  that  the  trade  of  oppofition  has  been  carried  on  witn 
equal  violence  and  acrimony;  during  this  peiiod,  we  have  repeatedly  fee^i 
honours,  ofhccs,  and  emoluments  change  hands,  and  the  Patriot  of  ycfler- 
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day  b^tcome  the  Minil^er  of  to- day;  butfo  far  have  the  Jjcbplc  been  from 
ever  obiaining  redrefs,  that  frefti  outrages  have  been  heaped  upon  them  by 
every  new  AdminUtration.  It  is  in  the  courfeof  this  period,  that  the  game 
lawSj  the  riot  aft,  the  excife,  thfe  ftanding  army,  have  been  rivetted  into 
the  Government;  that  your  moft  facred  rights  have  be^n  violated,  firft  by 
the  triennial,  afterwards  by  the  feptennial  bill  ;  and  that  two  hundred 
millions  of  national  property  have  been  fquandered,  to  defend  German 
Principalities,  conquer  America,  and  hold  the  the  imaginary  balance  of 
Europe  ;  while  your  own  fcale  was  continnally  fmking  with  the  weight 
of  poverty,  flavery,  and  ruin.  What  renders  the  profpe(5l  more  alarming 
and  extraordinary,  is,  that  thefe  things  have  been  chiefly  effefted  by  that 
party,  which  has  always  pretended  to  be  the  patron  and  affertor  of  public 
liberty.  And  furely  it  muft  have  been  a  moft  edifying  fpe<fl:acle,  to  fee  the 
tery  men  that  had  depofed  one  King  for  attempting  to  invade  their  liberties, 
refigning  thofe  liberties,  without  a  ftruggle,  to  his  fucceflbrs;  and  founding 
the  public  fecurity  upon  the  glorious  bafis  of  mercenary  troops,  national 
debts,  and  general  corruption. — If  any  thing  cotild  cure  mankind  of  the 
Implicit  confidence  which  they  have  fo  often  repofed  to  their  own  deftruiflion, 
it  would  be  the  repeated  experience,  that  no  party  was  evct  to  be  fafely 
trufted  with  unlimited  power,  or  was  ever  true  to  any  thing  but  its  own 
interell. 

But  I  h^lVc  heard  that  there  is  a  party  in  the  nation,  compofed  of  many 
refpeftlblfe,  at  lealt  of  many  great  and  opulent  men,  which  has  always  ex- 
prcfled  a  rooted  averfion  to  every'fpc^cies  of  teft  and  engagement. — Gentle- 
men, had  I  come  here  with  hopes  or  fears  for  any  thing  but  the  public  good, 
I  fhould  have  learned  to  proftrate  myfelt  before  the  rifing  fun ;  and  fo  be  as 
blind  to  the  defeftsof  one  party,  as  I  was  eagle-eyed  to  all  the  imperfeftions 
of  the  other. — But,  confiftently  with  that  fpirit  which  has  hitherto  infpired 
ine,  I  miiU  thus  openly  declare,  that  I  derive  the  worfl:  omens  for  the  pub- 
Jiccaufe  from  the  unwillingnefs  to  Caii^y  the  public  apprehenfions. — Does 
k  then  become  a  fet  of  men,  who  have  been  reviling  the  eftablifhed  Govern- 
ment for  years,  under  the  piaufible  pretext  of  zeal  for  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  people,  to  refufe  that  very  people  the  juft  and  trivial  fatisfacffion 
they  demand  ? — Are  heaven,  and  earth,  and  hell,  to  be  moved ;  are  powers, 
thrones,  and  dominations  to  be  fhaken,  not  that  the  great  caufcs  of  all  our 
iniferiesmay  be  removed,  or  the  progrefs  of  defpotifm  retarded  for  an  inftant^ 
but  that  one  garrifon  may  evacuate  the  place,  and  another  march  in;  while 
we,  like  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  contefted  territories,  gain  nothing  by 
battles,  fjeges,  and  defeats,  but  a  change  of  mafters  ? — 1  know  not  what 
you  may  feel  upon  this  fubjefl,  but  I  muft  fay  with  Brutus,  that  I  am  not 
difpnting  about  the  chura<5f:er,  or  qualifications  of  a  mafter,  but  becaufe 
I  chufe  to  have  no  o;her  mafter  than  the  laws  and  conftltution  of  my 
country. 

The  arguments  which  are  ufed  againft  tefts  and  engagements,  are  of 
fuch  a  nature  as  would  almcft  make  me  doubt  whether  they  can  be  feri- 
oufly  urged.  It  is  pretended  that  the  fenfe  of  delicacy  is  lo  jffrong  in  certain 
minds,  as  to  ftart  even  at  the  idea  of  reftraint.  But  is  there  a  man  in  this 
whole  aflembly  that  can  be  deluded  by  fo  flimfy  a  pretenfion  ? — Is  there  a 
fingle  perfon  that  pretends  to  this  extravagant  degree  of  refinement,  that 
does  not  continually  contradict  it  in  all  the  intcrcourfes  of  private  life  ? — Is 
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ther^  one  oi  thef^  gentlemen  that  doe$  not  continually  give  and  infirt  upon 
from  others,  in  the  management  of  his  own  eftate,  every  afTurance  and  every 
tie  which  is  wilrl-artted  by  law  or  cuftom  ? — Is  there  one  that  would  not 
Openly  deride  the  delicacy,  or  furpe(5l  the  hdnefly  of  hid  neighbour,  (hould  he 
i-efure  to  figrt  a  bond,  or  mortgage,  becaufe  it  conveyed  a  difingenuous  fufpi- 
tion  of  his  honour  ?~-And  what  is  ftlll  more  home,  is  there  a  fingle  gentle- 
man in  this  nation,  however  elevated  may  be  his  ftation,  however  great 
his  delicacy,  that  has  refufed  a  command  in  the  army,  a  dignity  of  the 
churchj  a  poft  of  honour  and  emolument  in  the  ftate,  or  even  a  feat  in 
*lthet  Houfe,  becaufe  he  could  not  Hoop  to  oaths,  fubfcriptions,  or  qua- 
lifying teftfe  ? — If  this  be  truth,  and  that  it  is,  I  call  you  all  to  witnefs, 
ihuft  the  people,  the  miferable  people,  that  have  fo  ofien  been  the  dupes 
of  general  promifes  and  ffJecions  impofture,  be  alone  debarred  from  ufing 
Ihofe  precautions  \Vhich  are  indulged  to  every  man  in  the  paltry  concerns 
of  his  own  eftate  ?  -Are  your  lives,  your  general  property,  your  prefent 
fecurity,  and  your  future  hopes  of  fo  little  vnlue,  that  they  muft  be  intruded 
to  the  firft  folicitor,  without  the  fan6lion  of  an  oath,  or  even  the  formality 
of  a  pronlife  ;  and  this,  at  a  time  when  the  national  dangers  are  fuelled 
by  thcfe  very  gentlemen,  on  other  occafions,  with  all  the  pomp  of  rhe^ 
torical  amplification  ?  If  their  delicacy  be  indeed  fo  great,  why  do  they 
ftoop  fo  low  as  to  importune  you  for  your  votes  and  intereft  ? — Why  do 
they  folicit  your  fupport,  with  the  humility  which  would  become  beggars 
or  dependents,  inflead  of  trufting  to  the  filent  dignity  of  their  condu£t> 
and  waiting  till  you  folicit  them  ?— Or  if  thefe  things  fhoiild  be  fubmit- 
ted  to  for  the  fervice  of  their  country,  why  do  they  fcruple  to  fubfcribc 
the  public  teftimony  of  their  own  integrity,  and  to  convince  your  reafon  ? 

Nor  do  I  more  refpedl  the  abfurd  doiffrines  which  I  hear  concerning 
parliamentary  independence. — It  is  a  pofition  as  new,  as  it  is  already 
iproved  pernicious ;  it  Was  unknown  to  our  plainer  anceftors,  who  thought 
themfelves  obliged  to  confult  their  conftituents  in  dubious  points,  and 
to  be  the  oracles  of  the  people's  will.  Thefe  men  did  not,  I  fuppofe, 
think  themfelves  qualified  to  deflroy  thar  nation  which  rhey  were  chofen 
to  defend  ;  to  vote  away  its  befl:  eflabliQied  rights,  fetter  it  with  merce- 
nary troops,  or  mortgage  the  general  property  for  ages. — What  have  we 
gained  by  the  innovation  ? — That  all  thefe  things  have  been  already  done^ 
*nd  that  their  aflors  imagine  that  their  privileges  are  to  be  increafed  in 
jDroportion  to  their  crimes.  But  if  their  natural  independence  be  indeed 
fo  vaft,  let  us  paufe  before  we  again  en  trull  our  freedom  to  thofe  who 
have  fo  often  abu fed  the  depodt.  The  Houfe  of  Commons  has  but  a  fub- 
ordinate  exilknce  ;  it  is  the  organ  of  the  people's  voice  ;  the  creature  of 
their  will  ;  and  when  we  ele<5t  it,  we  have  a  rii^hc  to  chufe  in  what  de- 
gree, and  under  what  modifications  we  will  delegate  our  own  unalienable 
tights. 

Nor  do  we  defire  to  fetter  their  noble  exertions  in  the  fublimtr  in* 
ftances  of  parliamentary  jurifdi(ftion  ;  let  our  reprefentativcs  preferve  a  per* 
fe<5t  independence  in  all  the  great  inquiries  which  intereft  themfelves  ;  let 
them  fend  up  as  many  congratulatory  addrefies  as  they  pleafe,  preferve  the 
breed  of  pointers  by  wholefome  ftatutes,  and  defend  their  manors  and 
their  fifh-ponds  with  all  the  artillery  of  penal  laws  ; — but  let  the  people 
tlectde  for  themfelves  in  what  concerns  the  expreffion  of  their  own  will, 
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and  let  the  voice  of  millions  for  once  prevail  over  ^  the  fetitlments  of  a 
few  hundreds  ! 

Bat  thefe  tefts,  it  is  objected,  are  weak  and  inadequate  to  the  propofed 
end.  — Weak  as  they  are,  they  are  the  only  reftraints  within  your  power, 
and  if  you  are  to  omit  them,  becaufe  there  are  men  fo  openly  flagitious 
as  to  break  through  every  tie,  you  may  as  well  abolifh  laws,  and  fhut  up 
coiwts  of  juftice,  becaufe  never  yet  was  form  invented  fufficiently  clear 
to  prevent  evafion,  or  ftrong  enough  to  reftrain  intrepid  villainy.  But 
the  very  averfion  which  is  exprcfled  to  tefts,  is  a  fufficient  argument  of 
their  efficacy,  and  inflead  of  relaxing  your  demands,  fhould  only  increafe 
thetr  obiiinacy.  In  private  life,  we  do  not  intermit  our  caution,  from 
the  reluctance  which  is  exprefTcd  to  give  us  fair  and  honourable  fecurity  ; 
nor  ought  we  to  judge  otherwife  in  what  concerns  the  public,  unlefs  the 
welfare  of  a  nation  be  of  Jcfs  importance  than  the  prefervation  of  an  eftate. 
After  all,  gentlemen,  this  is  an  affair  which  folejy  relates  to  yourfelves; 
every  man  may  chufe  whether  or  not  he  will  fubfcribe  a  teft ;  but  you 
are  the  only  judges  whether  it  be  neceffary  to  impofe  it.  Men  of  the 
moH:  generous  and  independent  characflers  may  doubt  the  utility  of  aa- 
iiunl  parliaments,  and  a  more  equal  reprefcntation  ;  but  in  the  prefent 
crifis  of  ailairs,  I  would  not  give  my  vote  for  fuch  a  man,  though  he  wero 
the  great,  the  good,  the  diiinterelled  Sir  George  Savile  himfelf.  Tho 
worik  that  can  happen  to  you  from  your  oppofmg  the  private  opinions  of 
particular  gentlemen,  and  it  is  fit  that  you  (hould  know  the  extent  of. 
your  danger,  is,  that  you  may  be  deprived  of  their  fervices  in  the  enfuing 
parliament.— Upon  this  occafion  I  caimot  help  applying  the  words  of  the 
Spartan  matron,  who,  when  her  fon  had  bravely  fallen  in  fight,  and  (he 
was  told,  he  had  not  left  his  equal,  replied,  with  a  noble  indignation, 
"  My  fon  has  indeed  difcharged  his  duty,  and  periftied  as  a  brave  man 
"  ought ;  but  Sparta  contains  thoufands  of  citizens  that  are  not  inferior  to 
*'  him:"  thus,  fhould  thefe  gentlemen  defert  us,  i  trufl  that  thoufands  will 
yet  remain  their  equals  in  honour,  public  fpirit,  and  abilities,  if  not  in 
rank  and  fortune,  that  will  not  defert  the  public  caufe.  And  while  there 
are  fuch  meujftft,  who  will  ferve  you  upon  your  own  honourable  terms, 
I  know  not  why  you  (hould  fubmit  to  have  conditions  impofed,  either  by 
individuals,  or  by  fa(^ions ;  or  why  ihofe  who  dare  oppofe  their  kings, 
fhould  bend  to  an  interelled  ariftocracy.  Kings  are  in  general  excluded 
from  all  the  common  virtues  of  humanity,  while  they  are  trained  to  every 
vice  by  the  corruptions  of  their  education  ;  yet  it  fometimes  happens  that 
they  efcape  from  the  contagious  influence  of  their  rank,' and  dare  encou- 
rage merit,  or  trufl  themfelves  to  the  afFedions  of  their  fubje6ls ;  but  I 
have  never  yet  heard  of  an  ariftocracy,  from  ancient  Rome  to  modern 
Venice,  that  was  not  the  univerfal  tyrant  and  inquifitor  of  the  fpecies. 

After  having  thus  exprelfed  my  own  fentimentsj  to  prove  that  I  am 
nor  finguiar,  I  fliall  beg  leave  to  read  to  you  two  quotations  from  the 
writings  of  two  gentlemen,  who  certainly  could  not  be  fufpe<fled  of  en- 
tertaining any  partiality  for  each  other's  opinions,  upon  the  very  fubje<5t 
Ave  are  co,nndering.  The  firfl  is  from  a  letter  written  to  the  celebrated 
Junius,  during  the  Duke  of  Grafton's  adminiftration,  by  Mr.  Home,  a 
gentleman  who  has  hitherto  ferved  the  public  with  as  much  dififtterefted 
zeal,  firmnefs:,  and  ability   as  any  man:  this  is   the  pafl'age,  *^  I  under- 
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ftand  the  two  great  leaders  of  oppofltion  to  be  Lord  Rockingliam  and 
Lord  Chatham  ;  under  bne  of  whofe  banners  all  the  oppofing  Members  of 
both  Honfes,  who  defire  to  get  places,  enlilh  I  can  place  no  confidence 
in  either  of  them,  or  in  any  others,  unlefs  they  will  now  engage,  while 
they  are  our,  to  grant  certain  elTential  advantages  for  the  public,  when 
they  ihall  be  in  adminiflration.  Thefe  points  they  refufe  to  liipulate,  be- 
caufe  they  are  fearful  left  they  (hould  prevent  any  future  overtures  from  the 
court.  To  force  them  to  thefe  flipulations  has  been  the  uniform  endea- 
vour of  Mr.  Sawbridge,  Mr.  Townfend,  Mr.  Oliver,  &c.  and  therefore 
they  are  abufed  by  Junius. — It  is  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  memory  of  the  late 
Mr.  Beckford,  to  fay,  that  he  had  no  other  aim  than  this,  when  he  pro- 
vided that  fumptuous  entertainment  at  the  Manfion-houfe  for  the  Mem- 
bers of  both  Houfcs  in  oppofition.  At  that  time  he  drew  up  the  heads 
of  an  engagement,  which  he  gave  to  me,  with  a  requeft  that  I  would, 
couch  it  in  term.s  fo  cautious  and  precife,  as  to  leave  no  room  for  future 
quibble  and  evafioD,  but  to  oblige  them  either  to  fulfil  to  the'  intent 
of  the  obligation,  or  to  fign  their  own  infamy,  and  leave  it  on  record  ; 
and  this  engagement  he  was  determined  to  propofe  ro  them  at  theManfion- 
lioufe,  that  either  by  their  refufal  they  might  forfeit  the  confidence  of  the 
public,  or  by  the  engagement  lay  a  foundation  for  confidence.  When 
they  were  informed  of  the  intention,  Lord  Rockingham  and  his  friends 
flatly  refufed  any  engagement.'*     Letters  of  Junius,  letter  liii. 

The  other  pafTage  which  I  fhall-  fubmit  to  your  confideration,  is  taken 
from  a  letter  of  Junius  to  John  Wilkes,  Efq.  dated  the  yth  of  September 
1 771,  and  laid  before  the  Society  for  the  fupport  of  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

*'  With  regard  to  the  feveral  articles,  taken  feparately,  I  own  I  am 
concerned  to  fee,  that  the  great  condition,  which  ought  to  be  x\itfine  qud 
non  of  parliamentary  qualification,  which  ought  to  be  the  bafis  (as  it  af- 
furedly  will  be  the  only  fupport)  of  every  barrier  raifed  in  defence  of  the 
conflitution,  f  mean  a  declaration  upon  oath  to  fhorten  the  duratim  of  Par- 
liamentSf  is  reduced  to  the  fourth  rank  in  the  efleem  of  the  Society;  and 
even  in  that  place,  far  from  being  infifled  on  with  firmnefs  and  vehe- 
mence,  feems  to  have  been  particularly  flighted  in  the  expreflion — Toujhall 
endeavour  to  refiore  annual  Parliaments  I — Are  thefe  the  terms  which 
men,  who  are  in  earnefl,  make  ufe  of,  when  the  falus  reipublicas  is  at 
ilake  ?"     Letters  of  Junius,  vol.  ii.  p.  351. 

From  what  I  have  faid,  it  is  evident  that  I  confider  all  pretences  to  a 
reformation,  which  do  not  comprehend  the  rcftoration  of  the  people  to 
their  fundamental  rights,  as  calculated  to  amufe  your  hopes,  but  not  to  re- 
move your  miferies.  And  I  look  upon  every  party,  whatever  may  be  their ^ 
pretences  to  public  zeal,  which  will  not  boldly  and  publicly  fubfcribe  to 
the  necefTity  of  (hortening  the  duration  of  Parliaments,  and  corre(51:ing  the 
abufes  of  reprefentation,  as  unworthy  of  your  confidence.  Be  affured 
that  the  oppofition  of  fuch  men  to  government  is  Hkc  the  quarrel  oF  cer- 
tain fe<5}s  agalnfl  the  church  of  Rome,  not  for  the  fake  of  difpenfing  light 
and  liberty  to  mankind,  but  merely  to  appropriate  infallibility  to  them- 
felves. — But  it  is  your  bufinefs,  if  you  are  ferioufly  interefled  in  your  own 
or  country's  fate,  to  fhew  that  you  are  to  be  no  more  circumvented  by 
fraud,  than  to  be  terrified  by  danger.  It  belongs  to  me,  and  every  ho- 
nefl  man  that  poffefTes  fuflicient  boldnefs  to  hazard  his  eafe  or  fafety,  to 
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WJlfii  yoli  as  afTieluoudy  againft  the  fecret  felfidinefs  of  pfetended  Friends, 
&s  againH:  the  bolder  machhoations  of  open  enemies  ;  but  it  is  your  pare 
to  prove  by  your  dlfcernmenc  and  refolution  ti.at  you  deferve  the  facrifices 
we  make. — If  you  will   only  be  true  to  yourfelves,  you  will  have  the 
proudeft  of  the  contending  fadtions  fuing  to   you  for  your  fupport — with- 
out them  you  may  bj  great,  be  free,  be  happy  ;  without  you  they  are 
only  unfubftantial  fhadows,  glittering  bubl)les,  and   an  empty  name. — » 
Nor  think,  that  I  here  intend  a  general   fatire  on  either  Nobility,  or  the 
Oppofjtion  ;  there  are,  I  doubt  not,  many  individuals  in  both,  as  much, 
diftinguidied  by  their  public  fpirit,  as  by  their  rank;  and  if  they  will  now 
meet  the  people  on  fair  and  conflitutional  grounds,  we  will  march  con- 
tentedly under  their  enfigns ;  we  will  not  envy  them  either  the  emolu- 
ments, or  the  diftinflions  of  public  office;  and  they  fhall  be  more  firmly 
•feated  upon  our  affedlions,  than  ever  they  could  be  upon  our  fears. — But 
Jf  they  \vi(h  to  elude  the  honed  wiPnes  of  the  people;  if  they  think  to 
raife  and  ftill  the  waves  of  popular  difcontent,  as  fuiis  their  intereft  or  ca- 
price *  ;  if  they  would  make  us  the  mercenaries  of  fadlion,  inflead  of  the 
volunteers  of  freedom^  it  is  necefiary  to  learn,  that  though  we  wifh  to 
be  free  ivith   their  ajjljlance,  we  dare  be  free  without  them.-^'But  fhould 
you  be  fo  weak,  as  to  give  up  the  only  fecurity  which  is  in  your  power 
to  take,  you  will  be  again  betrayed  as  you  have  fo  often  been  already. 
In  this  cafe,  the  fmail  party  which  was  really  interefted  to  reftore  you  to 
freedom  and  to  glory,  muff,  although  relu(ftantly,  abandon  your  caufe ; 
for  there  are  no  human  means  of  faving  a  people  from  ruin,  which  fub-» 
mits  to  voluntary  blindnefs  and  palpable  impofture. — You  may  this  day 
erect  a  ftandard,  to  which  the  genuine  friends  of  theit  country  will  joy- 
fully repair  ;  and  as  the  fate  of  battles  is  not  decided  by  the  number,  but. 
by  the  valour  of  the  troops,  thus  will  your  fate  depend  not  upon  the  often- 
tati(^as  appearance,  but  upon  the  real  zeal  of  your  defenders  ;  and  it  is 
beft  that  thofe  who  would  defert  you   in  the  hour  of  danger,  fhould  be 
obliged  to  declare  themfelves  at  once,  and  leave  your  ranks  before  the 
conliift  is  begun. 

After  having  fo  boldly  delivered  my  fentiments  of  others,  it  may  be 
perhaps  permitted  me  to  fay  fomething  of  myfelf.  The  motives  which 
have  impelled  me  to  the  dangerous  fervice  I  have  this  day  chofen,  are 
equally  unmixed  with  intereft  or  ambition. — The  uniform  tenor  of  my 
former  life,  voluntarily  devoted  to  leifure,  ftudy,  and  retirement,  the  in- 
dependence of  my  fortune,  and  the  contempt  I  have  always  fhewn  for  the 
pageantry  of  the  world,  ought  to  be  a  fufficient  evidence  of  my  fincerity^ 
Ail  that  is  farther  in  my  power,  is  publicly  to  declare  the  refolution 
which  I  long  have  taken ;  that  under  no  pretext  whatever  will  I  ftoop  to 
follcit  favours  from  any  party,  or  even  to  accept  of  wages  from  my  coun- 
try ;  and  when  I  (hall  be  convi^fted  of  attempting  to  evade  thefe  profef- 
fions,  I  will  fubmit  without  appeal  to  all  the  infamy  I  (hall  deferve.  A 
man  that  a(5ls  upon  principles  like  thefe^  can  have  nothing  to  hope  even 
from  the  ampleft  fuccefs,  beyond  the  happinefs  of  his  country,  and  the 

•  For  an  illuft  ration  of  this  pauage  fee  fomc  late  proceedings  ift  the  counties  of  Cambridge, 

Chefler,  and  Buckingham. 
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codfcioufnefs  of  having  difcharged  his  duty.  And  this  confcioufnefs,  what- 
ever clfe  may  be  my  fate,  I  truil  I  ilvdll  bear  with  me  into  retirement. 

Amidrt  the  wrecks  of  public  Hberty,  -md  the  ruin  of  this  nation,  there 
is  little  chance  that  I  (hall  ever  be  deprived  of  at  leafl:  a  competence  ;  and 
he  that  polTelTds  that. is  a  welcome  guefl  in  every  land  ; — he  may  with  im- 
punity defert  the  falling  fortunes  of  his  country,  and  there  is  an  afylum 
now  opened  in  the  Well,  which  will  gather  together  the  brave,  the  wife, 
the  good  from  all  the  winds  of  Heaven.  But  it  is  you,  my  countrymen, 
with  your  children  and  your  families,  who  are  chained  down  to  the 
fpot  which  you  now  inhabit,  that  will  be  bruifed  beneath  the  iron  hand 
of  power,  if  you  throw  away  your  only  remaining  means  of  fafety;  and 
if  you  fufFer  another  Houfe  of  Commons  to  be  ele^fed  without  an  exprefs 
ftipulation  for  your  liberties,  aElum  eji  de  republica,  the  commonwealth  is 
loft,  the  people  enflaved  for  ever. — You  ought  to  confider  yourfelves  as 
defperate  gamefters,  that  are  playing  for  their  laft  flake; — manage  it 
wifely,  defend  it  bravely,  and  may  the  event  be  fortunate  to  yourfelves, 
and  falutary  to  your  Country. 

It  only  remains  that  I  propofe  to  you  the  following  motions  which  I 
have  prepared  upon  this  occafion : 

**  I.  It  is  refolved  by  this  Meeting,  that  annual  Parliaments,  and  an 
equal  reprefentation,  are  the  undoubted  conftitutional  rights  of  the  Englirti 
people. 

**  2.  It  is  refolved  by  this  Meeting,  that  they  will  not  fupport  any 
candidate  to  reprefent  them,  at  the  enfuing  eleftion,  who  will  not  pub- 
licly fubfcribe  to  the  following  tefl :  Ij  A.  B.  do  hereby  exprefs  my  full 
and  perfe(ft  approbation  of  annual  Parliaments,  and  an  equal  reprefentation, 
as  the  undoubted  conflitutional  rights  of  the  Englifh  people ;  and  I  do 
hereby  voluntarily  engage  myfelf,  by  every  tie  of  honour,  to  promote,  to 
the  utmoft  of  my  power,  influence,  and  abilities,  the  refloration  of  thefe 
fundamental  rights  to  the  Englifli  people." 


t:t  Printed   and  diftributed  Gratis  by  the  Society  for 
Conftitutional  Information. 


